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Conversations with students about AI 
Students may feel uncertain about the ethical use of AI in a given course and academic/professional field. From the instructor's perspective, it may be helpful to understand how students are using AI and how they think about the ethical aspect of using AI in a given course and academic/professional field. Below are some recommendations for starting conversations with students about AI. 
[bookmark: REQUIRED]Understanding the student experience
Surveys can help instructors better understand how familiar students are with AI tools and in what contexts they are using generative AI tools.
· Consider distributing an AI usage survey 
· Use a survey to find out more about your students’ thinking about ethical boundaries. 
Discussing the use of AI and AI literacy with students in your course 
Conversations about when and how to use AI in a course can help students understand instructors’ expectations. 
· Co-create expectations about the use of AI in a class and expectations regarding academic integrity. 
· Discuss when AI can be helpful and how it should be cited.
· Discuss the idea of AI Literacy  and the knowledge, skills, and dispositions required with your students.
· Select appropriate Canvas Modules on AI Literacy for your students. 
Supporting critical thinking in human-AI interactions
Reflecting on experiences with AI can support students’ development of AI literacy skills. 
· Students work in groups to generate a list of questions to ask the AI tool about how it works. Students then discuss the implications of the responses for academic integrity, validity, truth etc.
· In small groups, students are assigned to develop arguments to either defend or prohibit the use of AI for assignments. Then ask students to develop a personal opinion.
· The instructor provides AI-generated work to students and asks students to analyze the example paying particular attention to aspects that are relevant to the course, such as the sources, the kind(s) of evidence, or any perceived bias.
Additional Resources
· Penn State’s Working Group on AI has developed resources that include syllabus statements and a recommended addendum for assignment instructions. 
· AI in the Classroom Team Channel 

Beate Brunow, October 2023. Schreyer Institute for Teaching Excellence, Penn State.	Creative Commons CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 [image: ]


image6.png




image5.png
"‘o,, PennState SCHREYER INSTITUTE FOR
TEACHING EXCELLENCE




image1.png
"‘o,, PennState SCHREYER INSTITUTE FOR
TEACHING EXCELLENCE




