Handling Difficult Situations in Law School

Some Strategies to Consider...

e Think about the course ‘marketing’!

e Consider how what you include — and don’t include — will affect the course climate

e Gather information from those in the course?

e Incorporate multiple perspectives in discussion of legal policies, rulings, etc. %3

e Help students see why you’re asking them to consider multiple perspectives?

e Share clear, positive ground rules?

e Be willing to learn from one another?

e Turn the focus to rhetorical or procedural aspects of a topic, rather than “rights”*?3

e “Structured controversy” (roles assigned and controlled by prof) can help depersonalize
issues?

e Invite a guest speaker (use the expertise of colleagues; distances the professor from the
viewpoint shared)?!

e Ask students to prepare responses (to reduce student silence)?

e Provide historical context or other background (or ask students to research this)%3;
consider pop culture, current events?

e Help students “grasp the differences between legal doctrine and political ideas”3

e Be a model of attentive listening and civil discourse?
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